God in the Bible

°I\ FIRST WITNESSES
19n181" A, ICF nitiative

FIRSTWITNESSES.ORG

When explaining the images of God in the Bible to children, it's important to use language and examples that

they can understand. Here are some suggestions:

Father:

You can explain to children that just like their
earthly father takes care of them, God is like a
loving and caring Father who takes care of all His
children. Emphasize that God loves them, protects
them, and provides for them, just like a good father
would. (See Matthew 6:9)

Creator:

In the very beginning of the Bible, you can tell the
story about God being the creator of the universe.
He made everything we see around us, including
the plants, animals, and humans. (See Genesis 1:1)

Shepherd:

You can use the example of a shepherd taking care
of his sheep to explain this image. Tell children that
God is like a shepherd who guides and protects

us, just like a shepherd takes care of his sheep.
Explain that God watches over us, leads us in the
right direction, and helps us when we are lost or in
trouble. (See Psalm 23:1)

Rock:

Use the example of a strong and sturdy rock to
explain this image. Tell children that God is like a
rock that we canrely on. Just like a rock is firm and
unmovable, God is always there for us, providing
stability and protection. (See Psalm 18:2)

Light:

Use the example of a flashlight or a lamp to explain
this image. Tell children that God is like a light that
guides us and shows us the way. Just like a light
helps us see in the dark, God’s truth and wisdom
help us understand what is right and make good
choices. (See John 8:12)

King:

You can explain to children that God is like a king
who is in charge of everything. Emphasize that God
is powerful and has authority over everything in the
world. Explain that God’s kingdom is a place where
love, justice, and peace rule. (See Psalm 47:7)

Potter:

Use the example of a potter shaping clay to explain
this image. Tell children that God is like a potter
who shapes and molds our lives. Just like a potter
creates something beautiful out of clay, God has a
plan and purpose for each of us. (See Isaiah 64:8)

Mother:

Explain to children that just like their mother takes
care of them, God is like a nurturing and comforting
Mother. Emphasize that God loves them, comforts
them when they are sad, and protects them, just
like a mother would. (See Isaiah 66:13)

Use simple language, stories, and visual aids to help
children understand these images. You can also
encourage them to ask questions and share their
own thoughts and feelings about these images of
God. Remember to emphasize that these images
help us understand different aspects of God’s love
and care for us, but that God’s nature is beyond our
full understanding.
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