
In the small town of Nazareth lived a quiet, 
hardworking man named Joseph. His 
hands were strong from shaping wood, 
and his heart was steady and kind. He was 
engaged to Mary, a gentle woman who 
loved God with all her heart. Joseph was 
excited to build a home for them, but then 
something happened that he didn’t 
understand.

Mary told Joseph she was going to have a 
baby—a very special baby given by the 
Holy Spirit. Joseph cared deeply for Mary, 
but he struggled to understand what it 
meant for him not to be the father. He did 
not want Mary to be hurt or embarrassed, 
so he thought the kindest thing would be 
to quietly end the engagement. His heart 
felt heavy as he fell asleep that night.

But something amazing happened while 
Joseph slept. An angel of the 
Lord appeared in a bright dream and 
spoke his name: “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid.”

The angel continued, “Mary’s child is from 
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you 
must name Him Jesus, because He will 
save His people from their sins. He will be 

Emmanuel—God with us.”

Joseph listened carefully. The dream felt 
full of light and truth. When he woke, the 
worry in his heart had faded. Instead, he 
felt calm and full of courage. God had 
given him a mission: he was to care for 
Mary and the holy Child she carried.

Joseph immediately did what the angel 
said. He took Mary into his home and 
protected her with gentle strength. As the 
days passed, Joseph prepared a warm 
place for the baby. Mary prayed softly as 
Joseph and she prepared for their family’s 
future.

All around them, life went on as usual, but 
something holy was happening inside their 
simple home. God was coming close—
closer than anyone had imagined.

Joseph didn’t know everything that would 
happen yet, but he knew one thing for 
sure: God was with them, guiding every 
step.

Joseph’s Dream of Peace

Adapted from Matthew 1:18-24, the Fourth 
Sunday of Advent.
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